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Synopsis

Over 1 million copies soldWhat does God look for in a leader?The need for talented, vigorous
leaders in the church cannot be overemphasized. Such times demand active service of men and
women who are guided by and devoted to Jesus Christ.With more than 1 million copies sold,
Spiritual Leadership stands as a proven classic for developing such leadership. In these pages, J.
Oswald Sanders presents the key principles of leadership in both the temporal and spiritual realms,
illustrating his points with examples from Scripture and biographies of eminent men of God (Moses,
Nehemiah, Paul, David Livingstone, Charles Spurgeon, and others). He holds that even natural
leadership qualities are God-given, and their true effectiveness can only be reached when they are
used to the glory of God. Featured topics include:The cost of leadership The responsibility of
leadership Tests of leadership The qualities and criteria of leadership The art of reproducing leaders
The one indispensable requirement of leadershipLet this proven classic be your guide for

leadership, and watch how God works through you to do great things for His glory.
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Customer Reviews

"Spiritual Leadership should be the constant companion of every undershepherd in the Savior's
service. Most helpful is the fact that its emphasis is not on methods, but on character, passion, and
godliness. | read it often to regrip the basic perspectives of my task, and have given it to the entire

leadership team in our church." -- John MacArthur, Jr. Pastor-Teacher Grace Community Church



--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Spiritual Leadership is the best book I've read on Christian leadership.A A | give copies to every
key associate.-Charles Colson, Chairman, Prison FellowshipAs a young pastor, J. Oswald
SandersA¢a -4a,¢ book Spiritual Leadership was the first book | read that awakened me to the
subject of leadership. It started me on a 30-plus year journey of teaching leadership to pastors and
laypeople. No other book has influenced my life the way this one has.-John C. Maxwell, Author,
speaker and founderA¢a -a «the INJOY GroupSpiritual Leadership by J. Oswald Sanders is a
classic among the classics. | read it as a young Christian, later as a leader, and needed what’s been
taught in this book. | highly recommend it!-Chip Ingram, President, Walk Thru the BibleSpiritual
Leadership should be the constant companion of every undershepherd in the SaviorA¢a -a,¢s
service. Most helpful is the fact that its emphasis is not on methods, but on character, passion, and
godliness. | read it often to regrip the basic perspectives of my task, and have given it to the entire
leadership team in our church.-John MacArthur, Pastor-teacher, Grace Community Churchl first
read Oswald SandersA¢a -4,¢ Spiritual Leadership as a young woman heading into ministry. It
helped to shape my perspective, priorities, and passion and to ground my heart and mind in the
timeless truths of Scripture. Anyone who desires to serve the Lord would do well to digest and
internalize this classic.Many Christian workers today are enamored of the latest trends, marketing
models, and bestselling books by leadership gurus; they aspire to a sense of greatness and
success that exalts human giftedness and rests on shifting sand.A A By contrast, the kingdom of
God will always and only be advanced by humble servants of God who lead out of a clear sense of
divine calling, personal integrity, spiritual depth, and dependence on Christ--men and women of
prayer, full of the Word and wisdom, and anointed with the power of the Spirit. A A These are the
ingredients Sanders urges us to prize and pursue.-Nancy Leigh DeMoss, Author, Host

ofA A Revive Our Hearts RadioThe accelerated change in both the church and larger society
compels the revision of the language of a classic like Spiritual Leadership.A A The ideas of Oswald
Sanders are of too great value to risk losing any of their power to the ever-changing idiom of the
present century.-D. James Kennedy, Ph.D., Author and Senior Minister, Coral Ridge Presbyterian
Churchd. Oswald Sanders’ book Spiritual Leadership came to my hand shortly after it was published
and was a great help to me as a young minister.A A | recommend it highly, not only to pastors and
Christian workers, but to all Christians who want to know something about God’s leadership in their
own lives.-Warren W. Wiersbe, Author, Conference SpeakerThis book proves that a godly attitude

lies at the heart of Christian leadership.A A It does not borrow principles of leadership from the



world and apply them to the church, but rather derives priniciples of leadership directly from the
Scriptures.A A 1t ought to be read by all of us at least once a year.-Erwin W. Lutzer, Senior Pastor,

Moody Memorial Church

In the course of reading J. Oswald SanderAfA¢A & -A a,¢s Spiritual Leadership it is fascinating
that the Lord brought me to a conversation that contained the usual perception about church
leadership. Earlier in the evening a gentleman had expressed interest in being a pastor and then
over dinner reiterated that when talk turned to his current work. He expressed a displeasure in his
current vocation and so when | asked what type of work he would like, he indicated that in reality he
doesnAfA¢A & -A 4,¢t like to work which is why being a pastor interested him.Unfortunately
spiritual leadership is often thought of in this way. This mindset it both saddening and maddening. It
indicates a very low view of not just pastors, but all of those in leadership within the body of Christ
and explains why we are content with just warm bodies rather than placing those both qualified and
called into positions of leadership. Several years ago | was fortunate enough to read Spiritual
Leadership for the first time and have considered it necessary reading for all believers. This month
Moody Publishers is offering a redesigned of the updated version released 10 years ago.

ItAfA¢A a -A a,¢s worth noting that the only versions | have read have been updated and not the
original, and in this latest release | see no discernible differences in the text from the 2007
update.Originally put together as a a series of lectures, the book version is both logical and
thoughtful. One cannot read the book without appreciating the effort that Sanders has put forward in
conveying the material. The author delves deep into the realm of leadership addressing not just
qualifications as many are so used to, although Sanders elevates these points to higher integrity
than most, but he also tackles topics such as the pastorAfA¢A & -A a,¢s ability to read, write, and
communicate. The final chapters convey the necessity of building up other leaders. Therefore,
despite the shortness of the chapters, the material requires time to read because of the need to be
both reflective on it and convicted by it. While deep, the points are cleanly made and the path of
reading is done in a logical and sequential order so that readers can ponder all aspects of
leadership from beginning to end. Therefore, readers can expect the initial chapters to cover
qualifications of leadership, who should be a leader, and some basic insights for becoming a leader,
while the rest of the book continues to cover the process of leading itself to the eventual stepping
aside from leadership and training up others to continue the work.J. Oswald Sanders discussion
points can be considered the ABCAfA¢A 4 -A 4,¢s of leadership in that they are (a) advanced, (b)

balance, and (c) comprehensive. Sanders conclusions about leadership are advanced beyond basic



thinking. Instead, he challenges both modern notions about leadership and conveys just how much
is involved in leading GodAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s people GodAfA¢A & -A a,¢s way. Additionally, the
author presents many aspects with a very balanced way, avoiding the pitfalls of going to one
extreme or the other. For example in discussing essential qualities of leadership he tackles the topic
of anger in such a way that shows its necessity, but cautious about unloving anger. Finally, Sanders
is comprehensive, covering many topics that are easy to overlook like those mentioned earlier about
abilities to read and write or spiritual qualities such as prayer. He also looks at areas that many are
prone to put off or avoid, like disqualification, replacing leaders, and training up new ones. Such
details combined with an emphasis on biblical authority makes Sanders book an easy
recommendation.Perhaps my one complaint is not with SandersAfA¢A & -A &,¢ teaching at all,
but rather with the additions that the publisher and editors have chosen to put further. The updated
edition includes questions for discussion, which generally are very appreciative because they
stimulate thinking and application. However, the questions are often asked in such a way that
suggests that all believers are called to spiritual leadership and seem to ignore whether or not that
person has been called to such a position. To be clear, Sanders nowhere advocates this. | have
never had access to the first release and so lament my inability to comment upon the

editorAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s updates and faithfulness to SandersAfA¢A a -A &,¢ intentions in the
original publication.One thing is certain: Sanders has a high regard for spiritual leadership as
GodAfA¢A a -A a,¢s work. Therefore, he conveys the seriousness with which it must be
undertaken. It comes with great costs of energy, patience, pride, and so much more, and the author
is certain to convey that to readers so that they understand the importance of spiritual leadership.
Because he does this, the book is beneficial for all persons within the body of Christ and not just
leaders (or potential leaders). It is a timeless book that has the propensity to be used by God to
transform his church if people would invest the time to read it.Disclaimer: | received a copy of this
book from the publisher at no cost to me for the purpose of review. However, my review was not
influenced in anyway by outside sources and instead is the result of my own response to the
reading of the book (in fact, | did a review of this book several years ago also highly recommending

it and my opinion of it has not changed since).

Spiritual Leadership showed me a different style of leadership than | learned in the Army and in
business. This is about dealing with God on a spiritual level and relying on Biblical principles to do
God's will. It's relying less on your own abilities and relying on God. Jeffrey W. Bennett author

ofA A Commitment



This book was required reading for a Leadership class that | had to take. | am so thankful that it
was. Spiritual Leadership is one of the best books ever written on Christian leadership. This book is
a timeless classic in teaching the principles of leadership. Spiritual Leadership was written from two
series of dynamic messages delivered to Christian Leaders overseas in 1964 and 1966. This is not
a how to book; but a book that emphasizes walking in character, integrity, humility, and obedience
to the Word of God.| really enjoyed reading this book. | plan to continually read this book through
out the years to come. It is an excellent guide for any one who is considering becoming a leader. It
is spiritually accurate. | wish someone had place this book in my hands or at least told me about this
book twenty-five years ago. It would have saved a lot of heartache and unnecessary anxiety on my
part.Spiritual Leadership will help educate you on what it takes to be a leader for God. It will help
anyone build a foundation to stand upon in any position of leadership in or out of church. It teaches
you how God honors, protects and vindicates those whom he has chosen as His

leaders.Encourager Linda Flagg, LM, CSChristian Life Coach

All the chapters are short and sweet. This is a good introduction and overview of the differences
between a leader in the eyes of the world and a leader in the eyes of God. Each chapter is a brief
mediation on a passage of scripture that has profound implications on leadership. It is a clear, easy
to read and pretty straightforward book. It could be a useful tool for discipling young people in

leadership and in many areas they may have not considered.

The book is an updated version from 2007. | wanted the original text of the book. The publisher felt
the writings were outdated and modern Christians wouldn’t understand the archaic references.
That's WHY | wanted it. The publisher also made the book gender inclusive. | wanted Sanders’
original language so | could be the judge on whether he is taking about ‘'males’ when he says 'man’
or the human race.l am giving five stars as to not hurt the rating review as | know the content will be

excellent once | read the original edition.
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